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There are substantial reasons to be energized about studying the Pastoral Letters of Paul. Between

them they teach the proper ordering of the church (1 Timothy), they present a developed challenge

to all Christians (2 Timothy), and they suggest Godâ€™s priorities for mature ministry (Titus).

Experienced pastors R. Kent Hughes and Bryan Chapell have done their homeworkâ€”applying

sound principles in interpreting the texts so that we can understand what Paul was really saying.

Teaching on important matters for the local church, Hughes and Chapell offer a timely word to the

many Christians who are concerned about their role and responsibility to communicate the truth of

the gospel in this diverse and pluralistic society. The Pastoral Letters remind us that, like Timothy,

we are to guard what has been entrusted to our care, to fight the good fight, and to keep preaching

the Word. Through the apostle's words and the commentators' insights here, we gain an

understanding of what God requires of those who would lead in the local church, as well as of those

who would be led. Embracing grace, loving godliness, and sharing Christ were not just charges to

the early believers, and are not solely the responsibility of pastors, deacons, and elders in the

church. They are exhortations for any of us who call ourselves disciples of Christ today.
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First, this is not a scholarly work on the Pastorals. Normally I get frustrated with books like this,

because the author assumes that you agree with his interpretation and winds up presenting his take



on the material as the only/best interpretation or application. However, I was much less frustrated

with this book as Hughes seems more down to earth that similar writers.While Hughes assumes you

agree with him with regard to interpretation, he didn't seem to me to throw that up in the reader's

face when dealing with some of the more controversial passages of these books, namely the ones

that limit women's service roles. Actually, I thought he did a good job dealing with that material,

much better in fact than the scholarly book by Towner that I was reading along with this as a

balance.If you are looking for something to give you ideas for sermon topics, information,

anecdotes, and the like, then this book will be helpful. If you are looking for a book that will

challenge you and your understanding of the Pastorals, you need to look somewhere else, or do

what I did and get this and a scholarly work for both kinds of information.

Doctrine of grace is the gospel, and after using it, having it, I just realized that it is barely the

surface....it's mainly head knowledge....after reading this book, I startto remember my first

Love....my love of God....I began to scratch the surface of it's truth....the truth of the Gospel....

Well written and full of excellent insights and explanation of the texts!

this is a great book and i highly recommend it to any serious Bible student, pastor or lay person who

is interested in studying!
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